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Reinventing Paris: a strategy for 

urban commons

Jean-Louis Missika, Deputy Mayor of Paris in charge of urban

planning, architecture, attractiveness, economic development

and the greater Paris projects



How to extend the scope of urban 

commons?



1. Generating private projects of 

general interest 



« Réinventer Paris »: a new 

way of managing municipal 

land



Ex n°1 : transforming an old 

prefecture into a project of 

general interest



The winning project: Morland 

Mixité Capitale





Ex n°2: creating new 

commons in border areas



« Reinventing Cities »: a 

global competition



2. Inventing urban intervals 



The transformation of a 

previous hospital into a 

temporary village





3. Giving commons back to the 

citizens 



The riverbanks before 

transformation



The left riverbank after 

transformation



The right riverbank



4. Creating undetermined spaces 



Place de la République –

before transformation



Place de la République – as 

planned



Place de la République – as 

used



Place de la République – as 

used



Place de la République – as 

used


