
The Italy-Asean Association was established at the end of 2015 with the intent to stimulate in Italian public and 
private circles a keener interest in and a better awareness of South-East Asian countries, particularly in their 
capacity as fellow partners in Asean.  Its mission is to strengthen the relationship among Italy, Europe and each 
individual ASEAN member state, drawing the attention to the impressive reciprocal opportunities and pointig 
at the rise of those countries in the globalized arena as a great chance for Italian interests. 

The Association’s initiator and President is former Italian Prime Minister (April 2013 to February 2014) Enrico 
Letta, at present Dean of the “Paris School of International A�airs” at the Faculty of Sciences Po in Paris.  

Open to Italian, European, and Asean membership alike, the Association enjoys the support of the main o�cial 
bodies in charge of Italy's international activities - Ministry for Foreign A�airs, Ministry for Economic 
Development, Italian Trade Agency, Bank of Italy - and it counts amongst its founding members a great number 
of the most important Italian companies with an international scope. Within a lean executive structure, the 
Board of Directors is responsible for setting strategies and policies. Initiatives are implemented along three lines 
of action: events and conferences, economic trade missions, publication of books and reports. 

Since its launch the Association has been invited to and has organised several public events and/or 
presentations of books it had published - addressed particularly to Italian local and/or sectorial industrialist 
associations – in order to illustrate the merit of deeper relationships between Italy and the Asean member states 
and the working system of International Banks such as ADB and AIIB. Five books have been published so far: on 
Singapore, the Asean, Indonesia, an Italian translation of 'The Asean Miracle' by Prof. Kishore Mahbubani and, in 
cooperation with the Ministry for Foreign A�airs and PwC Italy, a handbook for Italian companies on how to 
access the Asian Development Bank funding system. Guest discussants included Ms. Cecilia Maelstrom, EU 
Commissioner for Trade and Mr. Carlo Calenda, Italian Minister for Economic Development. Particularly 
noteworthy was the organization last November in Rome of a meeting between the Indonesian FM Retno 
Marsudi and the Italian business community. Among the initiatives in the pipeline, an event on Italy-Asean 
collaboration in Higher Education.

Firstly held with great success in Jakarta in May 2017, the “High Level Dialogue on ASEAN Italy Economic 
Relations” - organized with The European House Ambrosetti , the most important Italian private think tank,  and 
aimed at creating a community of Italian and Asean leaders - has become a centerpiece for fostering the 
Association �nalities. Now a yearly event, taking place in the country holding the rotating Asean Presidency, in 
2018 the High Level Dialogue will be held in Singapore on April 11/12. 

www.itasean.org


